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studied on the West Coast, three fifths possessed at least a
ninth-grade education and most had participated in school
or church activities. Nearly two thirds stated that they had
left home for economic reasons, a fifth blamed family quar-
rels or broken homes, a seventh admitted wanderlust, and
one out of thirty some personal maladjustment, such as
escape from compulsory schooling or petty crime.
Surprisingly enough, the Depression's effect upon crime,
especially in the case of homeless and pliant youth, was not
striking. In Massachusetts, for example, a perceptible drop
occurred in the state's juvenile-delinquency rate between the
latter twenties and the early thirties, though adult crimes
against property mounted. Only sporadically did increased
delinquency appear, taking such forms as stealing, willful
trespass and running away from home. Youthful crimes
against property generally rose when relief measures slack-
ened; and offenders under twenty-one made up a third of all
arrests for major crimes in New York City in 1939. Includ-
ing both young and old, the prison population of the United
States numbered a hundred and eighty thousand in 1939, an
increase of nearly two fifths during the decade.
The most spectacular crime wave, which reached its crest
between 1932 and 1934, had nothing to do with juvenile
delinquency and bore only an oblique relation to the De-
pression. It was the work of racketeers turning from rum-
running and other activities of waning profit to the kidnap-
ping of children and adults. An aroused Congress passed
severe laws against interstate abductions in 1932 and 1934,
with penalties involving death if the victim were harmed.*
* N. Y. Times, June 23, 1932, and May 16, 1934. See also E. D. Sullivan,
The Snatch Racket (N. Y., 1932). The decade's most famous abduction, that
of Charles Augustus Lindbergh, jr., first-bom of the aviator, on March 1, 1932,
was, however, perpetrated by an amateur. The frantic search, appeals to the
underworld, discovery of the child's body, arrest of the murderer in 1934
through tracing of the gold certificates extorted, his trial and electrocution in
1936, evoked mass emotions of an intensity scarcely seen before—morbidness,
vulgar curiosity, national anxiety, neighborly grief and sympathy. S. B. Whip-
pie, The Trial of Bruno Richard Haaptmann (N. Y., 1937).

